Suburban Voters in Battleground Districts:
Findings from Multi-Day Journaling Project, June 2019
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Methodology & Screening Criteria
Global Strategy Group conducted an online discussion board among likely 2020
voters across battleground congressional districts* between June 25-29, 2019.

Two dozen participants were recruited who met the following criteria:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-identify as living in a suburban area
Voted for the Republican for Congress in 2014 and 2016
Voted for the Democrat for Congress in 2018 and do not strongly approve of Trump OR voted
for the Republican for Congress in 2018 and disapprove of Trump
Open to voting for a Democrat for Congress in 2020
Not strong Democrat, not liberal
60% female/40% male, majority college+
Mix of other demographics
*Identified using list from Cook Political Report,
excluding Alaska at-large and Montana at-large
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The 2018 Election
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Suburban voters describe their vote for a Democrat in 2018 as a firing
of the Republican and a vote for something new, while those who stuck
with Republicans said the GOP candidate was more centrist
“I had tried many times over the years
to contact our representative and he,
literally, would run away from
contact with his constituents. I had
voted for him several times previously
but this got to me.”
– Dem 2018, female, 37

“Her not so subtle racist codewords
and platitudes in her speeches and
ads. She was riding the Trump trash
train to the ballot box and why not?
He did win this state handily in 2016.”
– Dem 2018, male, 51

“She was a fresh new face. Seemed
like she knew what she was talking
about. Also, we needed more women
in the House!”

“I did not like that the other candidate
was a Republican. I recently changed
my affiliation from Republican to
Independent because of my
disappointment and disgust with
the Republicans.”

– Dem 2018, female, 63
– Dem 2018, male, 48

VOTED DEMOCRAT IN 2018
VOTED REPUBLICAN IN 2018
“He didn’t attack his opponent. He
also seemed more moderate than
his opponent.”
– GOP 2018, female, 41
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“I like that he is a moderate
Republican. He, like me, will
generally vote with the Republican
party, but will sometimes deviate from
that when warranted.”

“The thing I liked about the candidate
from my area is that he and his
family spent their lives living in the
city he will represent and therefore
understands the people’s needs.”

– GOP 2018, female, 59

– GOP 2018, male, 36

“Candidates that take on the stance
of big government and socialism
scare me. I am a hard working person
and think that the harder you work and
the more successful you are, the
better.”
– GOP 2018, female, 42

4

Voters are satisfied with their 2018 vote and report that a lack of news
about their representative is good news; those who can cite specifics
tend to recall issues from the campaign
Feelings about 2018 vote
“I am satisfied because I voted for who I thought would make the
country better.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“Yes I am [satisfied]. The Congressman doesn’t vote for whatever
the Trump Administration wants.”
– Dem 2018, female, 61
“I think so. I have to say I haven’t really heard anything about her.
I guess that’s good. At least no scandals.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50
“I haven’t heard that much about their accomplishments but our
local economy has been doing really well.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
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What they’ve heard about their representative
“She has focused a lot on increasing tax credits, abortion
issues and health insurance.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“I know he is focused on environmental issues as well as social
equality. I also know he recently voted for a bill to aid Vietnam
Veterans, which I support.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29
“I think he focuses on wasteful spending in Washington and on
jobs.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
“He is anti-Dodd-Frank regulations, anti-illegal immigration and
fiscally conservative.”
– GOP 2018, female, 30
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Voters are not aware of specific Democratic accomplishments, but
dislike the focus on the Russia investigation and Mueller Report

What is one thing Congress has done that you like?
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What is one thing Congress has done that you don’t like?
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Many suburban voters don’t believe Trump will win re-election, and are
leaning toward Republicans in 2020 because they want balance
2020 Candidate Preference

2020 Party Preference

“I would like the Democrats to have more members in Congress so
they can gain enough influence to effectively oppose Trump and
his policies.”
– Dem 2018, male, 48

“Democratic Party. Republicans have not held Trump
accountable, Democrats will.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63

“I feel that Democrats lately have had the same views as I do on
aspects such as taxes and health insurance.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“I want a Republican because they are more likely to support
lower taxes and a more friendly business environment.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“I don’t think Trump will win re-election, so I hope the Republicans
can control the House and Senate.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50
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“I would vote Democratic because I want to see taxes and health
insurance costs lowered.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“I would like to see the Republican Party win control. This could
help if a Democrat takes back the presidency.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
“The Republican party. I am not sure if anything more would get
accomplished, but it couldn’t be any worse than this. Every time you
turn on the news all you see is Democrats bashing Trump.”
– GOP 2018, female, 53
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The Parties
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Affordable health care is the top reason to vote for a Democrat in 2020,
while taxes, smaller government and fiscal responsibility drive support
for GOP
Top reason to vote for the Democratic candidate
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Top reason to vote for the Republican candidate
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While suburban voters admire Democrats’ focus on helping the working
class and marginalized groups, some fear that the party wants to spend
more and grow the size of government
Like about the
Democratic Party

Dislike about the
Democratic Party

“The thing I like the least is that they
want the government to just keep
getting bigger and most of their
plans’ costs are too high.”

“I dislike that at times they
can be too extremely
liberal.”

“They seem to be more
concerned about the middle
and lower class citizens. That’s
what I like the most.”

– Dem 2018, female, 63

– GOP 2018, male, 36
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“Their stance on immigration
and health care are far ahead of
the Republican stance.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63

– GOP 2018, female, 53

“They are fostering a mentality that it
is the government and the wealthy’s
job to take care of the poor.”

“The Party works to help provide
families, communities, and all
people the American dream…”

– GOP 2018, female, 50

– GOP 2018, male, 36
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Suburban voters say the Party’s demise will be caused by
overspending and free “handouts” and choose images representing
Democrats that focus on the Party being too extreme
“Right now public health care is the
main issue and completing what
Barack Obama started.”
– Dem 2018, male, 51

“The cause of death would be that the American people got tired of
them trying to be generous with everyone else’s money. They were
forced to adhere to everything they wanted to force on the American
people – from taxes to health care to retirement. They couldn’t afford it
when they had to practice what they preach.”
– Dem 2018, male, 48
“The Democratic Party passed away on June xx, 20XX after a long battle
with overspending. Over the years they lost their way and succumbed
to a huge national debt resulting from the desire to make so many
privileges ‘free to all’ without regard to how to pay for these
entitlements. They will be sadly missed by life-long welfare recipients and
illegal immigrants who no longer can receive a ‘free college education.’”
–Client
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“I chose this picture because I think it
shows that although the Democratic
Party’s intentions are good, they carry
their ideas a little too far.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59

“As people adopt more ‘democratic’
views they are actually embracing
more socialism.”
– GOP 2018, female, 42
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Voters like that Republicans stand for fiscal responsibility and
deregulation, but some are frustrated with the Party’s willingness to
stand by Trump and their extreme stances on social issues
Like about the
Republican Party

Dislike about the
Republican Party
“The thing I dislike the most is that
they got into bed with Donald
Trump because he suddenly
claimed to be a Republican (he’s
not, and never has been).”
– Dem 2018, male, 48

“The thing I don’t like is their
stance on 2nd Amendment
rights. They seem to support
the NRA and won’t bend on
any reforms.”

“The thing I like most about the
Republican party is that they
are fiscally responsible and
want a free market.”

– GOP 2018, male, 36

“The Republican party is more
realistic about trying to control
the size and cost of government
programs. They understand that
most working Americans don’t
want higher taxes.”

– GOP 2018, male, 36
– GOP 2018, male, 36

“I dislike that they are anti-abortion. I
think it’s terrible that some states are
trying to overturn the amendment.”

“Their wiliness to de-regulate industries
and make it easier for businesses to
complete in the marketplace...”

– GOP 2018, female, 30

– Dem 2018, male, 51
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Suburban voters report that the GOP’s demise will be caused by the
party being too extreme, antiquated, and exclusionary

“I think they are about letting the
market run freely. Less government,
less meddling.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50

“They were done in by a candidate that was so extreme as to cause
deep fissures in the country. Also causing their death was some
antiquated leadership who did not think independently and instead
stayed in step with extreme views which led to its downfall.”
– GOP 2018, male, 53
“Cause of death – too exclusionary. Born again Christians, Tea Party
and many white male suburbians are grieving. Ms. AOC herself will give
the eulogy and proclaim victory and how she lead the way to erase the
Republican corruption off the political hemisphere. They all looked out
for their families, pets and alma maters. They did not look out for
anyone vocally aligned with the left.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50
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“Nothing changes, as we ruin our
nation and planet.”
– Dem 2018, female, 61

“Republicans embody the ability to
make choices and having the
freedom to make those choices.”
– GOP 2018, female, 42
13

Trump and McConnell
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Suburban voters give Trump credit for a strong economy, though many
are fed up with his lies and pettiness, and troubled by his family
separation and foreign policy
Trump Support

Trump Opposition

“I like that he places great importance on the economy and
creating quality jobs. He understands that when the economy is
thriving Americans are happier and their quality of life improves.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36

““President Trump seems incapable of telling the truth. It is hard to
believe someone who cannot admit their mistakes.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63

“I like that he has created more jobs here in the USA. It boosted
our economy.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“I like that he has nominated conservative judges to the Supreme
Court.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
“I like that he is not afraid to speak his mind or cave to pressure
from outsiders.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29
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“Calling foreign officials names, such as calling the London Mayor a
‘stone cold loser.’ Calling people names is baby-ish, especially for
a President.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
“The policy I disagree with most is the separation of illegal
immigrants children from their parents. This just seems cruel and
unnecessary to me.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“His policy of allowing Russia to play him and America for
stooges.”
– Dem 2018, male, 51
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Suburban voters prefer their member of Congress work with Trump
rather than oppose him – immigration, health care, global warming, and
gun safety are areas where voters would like to see collaboration
“Immigration is continuing to
be an issue and even more
so now. Health care is an
issue that has been left
unresolved for too long.
Both of these issues will not
solve themselves. Each side
must give up something in
order to gain.”

“It is imperative that they
work together on global
warming and it needs to
start now…”
– Dem 2018, female, 37

“Health care. A system
needs to be hammered
out that gives people
access to health care, but
not to the enrichment of
insurance companies.”

“I think that Trump and
the Democrats would
work together on
common sense gun
reforms. I would hope
they could make some
positive changes.”

– GOP 2018, male, 53

“I would like them to
work together on
immigration. I believe
that there are
compromises that can be
made that would work.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59

– GOP 2018, male, 36

– Dem 2018, female, 63
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While these suburban voters oppose impeachment, they believe that
Congress should conduct oversight of Trump administration officials to
expose criminal activity
Oversight of senior campaign officials
“They need to keep an eye out and make sure that the
administration is working in the best interest of the people.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“If they will keep their balance (instead of becoming distracted and
obsessed) and keep their priorities in order, then yes, they can do
that and get other things done.”
– Dem 2018, male, 48

“I don’t see why they can’t accomplish both tasks at the same
time. They can hire investigators to do most of the busy work and still
do their normal duties.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“I think oversight is fine, unless you go to extremes.”
– GOP 2018, male, 53

Best reason for Congress to conduct oversight of senior
officials in the Trump administration:
Senior officials are engaging in criminal activities

44%
Senior officials are failing at their jobs and wasting
taxpayer money

17
Senior officials are looking out for their donors and
special interests

17
Senior officials are not looking out for the public on issues
that affect the lives of regular people

17
Senior officials are trying to enrich themselves and their
families

6
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There is a sense among both left-leaning and right-leaning suburban
voters that McConnell tows the Trump line and places his own interests
above those of the American people
Voters believe McConnell doesn’t stand up to Trump…

“I don’t really like the guy, mainly because he seems boring and
lacks compassion. He tries to push Trump’s agenda, but I don’t
think he is a great leader to unite the Republicans.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36

“Yes, because he doesn’t have a spine. He didn’t stand up to the
president when the government was shut down.”
– GOP 2018, female, 41
“I used to like him more, but I don’t like the way that he now gives in
to most of what Trump wants and defends the things that Trump
does and says. I’m not sure what his priorities are anymore.”
– GOP 2018, female 59
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…and values his own interests over the interests of regular Americans

“I think he is part of the problem because he is a career politician
that does what he has to do to stay in power.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“He does not appear to be a man of strong convictions. He appears
to do as he is told. But he is the leader of the Republicans and his
priorities are to preserve the old white man policies that are the
core of the party.”
– Dem 2018, female, 37
“He is a career politician who has his own interests that are not
necessarily in line with the interests of the American people. His
desire to block Democrats at all costs instead of trying to work with
his political opponents is discouraging to voters.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29
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Issues
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Personal economic issues are top of mind, particularly reducing health
care costs and lowering taxes; Democrats continue to have the upper
hand on health care, Republicans on taxes
Most mentioned

Least mentioned
Respondents were shown the nine issues below and asked which two should be priorities for Congress to address

Protecting
women’s
reproductive
rights

Cracking
down on
political
corruption

“Cutting wasteful spending:
Republicans – they seem a
LITTLE less inclined to open
the working man’s wallet and
pry every cent out.”
– GOP 2018, female, 60

Protecting
national
security

Addressing
climate
change

Fixing our
immigration
system

“Reducing taxes on the middle
class – [I trust] Republicans to
come up with a meaningful plan.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59

Lowering the
cost of
prescription
drugs

Cutting
wasteful
spending

“I trust Democrats for all of these
issues. Just because I feel that
Democrats get more things done
for the people in the middle and
lower class.”

Reducing
taxes on
the middle
class

Making
health care
affordable

“Republicans have made it
clear they have no substitute
for Obamacare. Per Donald it
was going to be overturned on
day 1. They have managed to
gut it, but come up with nothing
to replace it…”

– Dem 2018, female, 32
– Dem 2018, female, 37
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Demonstrating the saliency of reform issues, suburban voters offer
specifics, such as term limits and limiting the influence of money in
politics when asked what they would do to “magically” fix our political
system
“Get corporations out of the pocketbooks of
politicians. Look for people who really want to make
a difference in our country. I would like to see our
leaders protecting our country and not their own
agenda.”

“My magic wand would force all politicians to
be completely honest ALL the time – from
day one – so that we would truly know what
we'd be getting if we vote them into office.”
– Dem 2018, male, 48

– GOP 2018, female, 42
“My wand would make the popular vote count and
eliminate the electoral college. I would magically
make Congress an equal number of men and
women. Supreme Court justices would be
appointed to limited terms.”

“There should be term limits for everyone. Along
with that, there should be no lobbyists to persuade
the outcome of issues. There are too many
Congressmen that have been in Washington for way
too long.”

– Dem 2018, female, 63

– GOP 2018, female, 53
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Most voters say that the economy and their personal financial situation
are holding steady or improving; negative feelings are driven by rising
costs and low wages
Negative
views

The U.S.
Economy

Positive
views

“Just OK. The unemployment
rate is lower, however in middle
America there aren’t a lot of
higher paying jobs.”

– GOP 2018, female, 53

Family’s
Financial
Situation

“My financial situation is
getting worse each year. I
cannot keep up with increases
in taxes, utilities, health care,
food, etc.”

– Dem 2018, female, 63
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“Fair. I think we were
doing much better before
all these tariff/trade wars.”

– GOP 2018, female, 50

“I feel the economy is doing a
lot better the past few years.
The strong points are
increased employment rates.
The weak points are high taxes.
I give credit to Trump for all of
this.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32

“Right now getting worse but
that is because we are in
transition and have two houses
with mortgages.”

“We are doing well. I think
that our situation will stay
the same because we plan to
both work our same jobs.”

– GOP 2018, female, 59

– Dem 2018, female, 32

“I think the economy is thriving
because unemployment is low,
the stock market is doing well,
and there are opportunities for
advancement.”

– GOP 2018, male, 36
“I would say that our financial
situation is better than most
people and is staying about the
same. This is due to us making
responsible decision and working
hard to maintain the lifestyle we
have established.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29
22

While voters acknowledge that the Trump tax plan favors the wealthy
and corporations, these suburban voters believe they too have
benefited
“I think [the tax plan] put a lot of
money back into peoples’ hands
and back into the economy…I think
my biggest concern is that it still
created a lot of loopholes for
corporations.”

Views on taxes

– GOP 2018, male, 36

– GOP 2018, female, 50

“I support the tax breaks given to
the middle class – they were much
needed. However, I am concerned
that wealthy and corporations
were given too much relief and
are not paying their fair share.”

“I like that the plan takes less taxes
out of my paycheck, but I am
concerned that the entire plan was
solely designed to make the rich
richer.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29

– GOP 2018, female, 59

“I support the tax plan because it has
put more money back into my
pocket.”

“I have not heard of any
consequences [of Trump’s tax
cuts], but the tax plan benefits
all people because we pay less
taxes. I guess the only negative
would be that the wealthy
possibly aren’t paying enough
taxes.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
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Many voters agree that the rich are getting richer while the middle class
struggles, but these suburban voters value hard work and believe
opportunity still exists
Those who say we need to ensure the economy works for everyone,
because right now it’s just wealthy people at the top getting richer,
while people who work for a living are falling further behind

Those who say that right now the economy is generally working just
fine: the national economy is booming and unemployment is at its
lowest point in nearly two decades

“I do feel the wealthy are getting more wealthy and not paying their
fair share of taxes. I feel the line between the middle and lower class is
more dissolved, and the middle and lower class are kind of becoming the
same.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32

“I don’t think the economy only works for the wealthy. I think there is still
room for people to break glass ceilings and become wealthy if they
put in the work.”
– GOP 2018, female, 30

“The economy mostly works for the people that own stocks,
investments, or have the highest paying jobs. Most investments have
gone up greatly in value over the last 10 years, but the problem is a large
portion of people don’t have investments.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“These issues are a major reason why those of us who are not wealthy are
falling further behind. Tax breaks favored the wealthy more than the middle
class. Unemployment may be low and that’s a good thing, but it is not
of help to those of us who have been working all of our lives.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63
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“America is a nation where hard work is rewarded and those willing to
work and who are accountable to themselves can usually become
successful.”
– Dem 2018, male, 29

“There are plenty of jobs out there. People just expect more things to
be handed to them nowadays. With that being said, I do think the rich
are getting richer and the current tax laws and economy benefit them the
most.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50
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Suburban voters continue to talk about the rising costs of health care in
personal terms

Views on health care
affordability

“I have health insurance and the
means to pay for it, so it isn’t a problem
for me, but I work with people who
have had to chose between the
heating bill and their medicine, and
it is heartbreaking.”

– Dem 2018, female, 32
– Dem 2018, female, 37

“It is a major problem for many
people that I know. When
Obamacare went into effect, health
care was dropped by many
employers and the cost went up for
so many people…”

“I see affordability of health care as
a major problem for everyone. You
never know when your life will be
turned upside down by an unexpected
medical bill.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59

– GOP 2018, female, 59

“The cost of health care premiums,
prescription drugs and copays/deductibles are so high.”

“The premiums are a huge
burden unless you have an
employer sponsored program and
even then it is a giant chunk of
my check each month. Drugs
can be crazy expensive without
insurance and the drug makers
have no interest in changing
that.”
– Dem 2018, female, 37
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Even right-leaning voters realize Republicans have no plan to replace
Obamacare; while most are unsure about M4A, positive sentiment is
driven by the notion that it could make health care more affordable
Obamacare Repeal

Medicare for All

“I support the concept to repeal and replace Obamacare because I
believe that Obamacare has made health care so much more expensive.
However, I don’t believe that the President or Republicans have any
real plan to do so.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59

“I’m not sure how I feel about [Medicare for All]. I believe everyone
should have access to medical treatments, but I’m not sure I like the
idea of socialized medicine.”
– GOP 2018, female, 41

“I think that they [Republicans in Congress] are in the wrong because
Obamacare is working. It is providing affordable health care to those
that need it.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“Before they repeal and replace Obamacare, they need to show they have
a better plan. I don’t think they have a well developed plan or else
they would try to role it out.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“I support the repealing and replacing, I just want them to actually
repeal and replace it with something better!”
– Dem 2018, male, 48
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“I think [Medicare for All] is a great idea. All people should get
affordable insurance. It is an excellent idea. It would make everyone
be able to afford it.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
“I think [Medicare for All] is a bad idea because it would greatly
increase our taxes. It would but more of a burden on the working class. I
think it would be more expensive and the quality would decline.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36
“I think [Medicare for all] is a good idea. At least they [Democrats in
Congress] are trying to make a solution. I do think it will make things
more affordable, which is a great thing that helps many people.”
– Dem 2018, female, 30
26

Suburban voters tend to view both parties as extreme on immigration;
these voters strongly favor improved border security, ending child
separation, and efforts to strengthen and expand legal immigration
Democratic
Party’s
Priorities on
Immigration
Republican
Party’s
Priorities on
Immigration
Voters’
Priorities on
Immigration

Client Logo: Add here
on master slide

• “The majority of Democrats don’t want more of the wall to be built. The Democrats want to help immigrants become legal citizens. If the
Democrats had their way, there would be a lot more immigrants here.” – Dem 2018, female, 32
• “Democrats want everyone to be able to come here without any restrictions. If that happened, there would be no jobs, more crime,
more drugs coming into the country and no middle class.” – GOP 2018, female, 53

• “Republicans believe immigrants are a threat to our country. They believe they bring crime, take away jobs, and get benefits that only
citizens should get. Republicans would deport all illegal immigrants.” – Dem 2018, female, 63
• “Republicans want people to come to this country legally. Their priorities are for the illegals to be returned to where they came from.
It would cut down on crime and create more opportunities for Americans.” – GOP 2018, female, 53

• “The top priority right now would be the children who have been separated from parents and are being held in centers that are
overcrowded.” – Dem 2018, female, 63
• “I think that more border security needs to be in place. I also believe that DACA children who have been here for many years need
to be given a path to citizenship.” – GOP 2018, female, 59

• “My top priorities for immigration are that people that are coming in are doing it legally and following our country’s laws.” – GOP
2018, male, 36
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For suburban voters, the wall and family separation are not the clear dividing lines
in this debate; even those who favor the wall acknowledge the need for a pathway
to citizenship, and those who oppose the wall and family separation want more
border security
Those who say that the top priority should be to create a pathway to
citizenship for undocumented immigrants, protect Dreamers who
were brought here as children, and end the practice of separating
children from their parents at the border

Those who say the top priority should be to build a wall on the border
between the United States and Mexico, crack down on sanctuary
cities, and stop the flood of illegal immigrants into our country who are
trying to take our jobs and get free health care and education

“I agree that those already here should become citizens legally,
especially Dreamers. America is a country of immigrants. Diversity is what
we are made of.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63

“We should build the wall and strengthen our border. Let immigrants
have the opportunity to become citizens and enter the country legally.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32

“A border wall will NOT solve the problem. It’s nothing but a huge waste
of taxpayer money.”
– Dem 2018, male, 48
“There should be a pathway but our country can only support so
many undocumented people. The hospitals, roads, everything becomes
more crowded. I do not think it is right for children to be separated though,
so I agree more with [this statement].”
– GOP 2018, female, 30
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“I don’t think that we necessarily need a wall, but we do need to stop the
flood of illegal immigrants into our country. They are taking way too
many resources using taxpayer money.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
“You can’t reward people that knowingly break the law.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50

28

Republican statement about the Democratic agenda

Democrats are promoting extreme socialist policies that would raise everyone’s taxes, destroy our economy,
and give the federal government far too much power. Their single-payer health care plan would require the
largest tax increase in American history, force tens of millions of Americans off of health care plans that they
like and require everyone to enroll in government-funded health care plans with fewer choices. Their Green
New Deal would cost trillions of dollars in taxpayer money, put the government in charge of energy
production, and raise everyday Americans’ electricity and transportation costs. Their “free college” plan
would cost taxpayers tens of billions of dollars a year, and their “federal jobs guarantee” would create more
federal workers than the country has ever had, cost taxpayers hundreds of billions of dollars a year, and
force hard-working Americans to pay for the wages and benefits of millions of new, unnecessary federal
workers. All of these plans are so expensive that Democrats are now talking about forcing people to pay
70% of their income in taxes. The Democratic Party is moving further and further left. Their socialist agenda
is un-American and has bankrupted socialist countries like Venezuela.
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The GOP attack fuels concerns among suburban voters that Democrats
will raise taxes to pay for their proposals and give “free handouts”

“I am very concerned about
asking the workers of this
country to just keep paying
higher taxes, up to 70%. The
federal government would just
keep growing and being more
and more wasteful with our
taxpayer dollars.”

“It concerns me a lot. The
whole time I have been talking
about lower taxes and things
costing less. This would
make things cost more.”

“I do not want 70% of my
income to go to taxes. I do
not want the US to go
bankrupt like Venezuela. As
nice as the ideas are, they are
too costly.”

“They want to give away all
kinds of things ‘for free’ – but
they are NOT free – they
would cost working people
70% of their paychecks in
taxes!”

– GOP 2018, female, 30

– Dem 2018, male, 48

– Dem 2018, female, 32

– GOP 2018, male, 36

When asked to rank the statement on a scale from 1 to 10, where “1” means it’s not
concerning at all, and “10” means it is very concerning, the average level of concern is 8.7
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The GOP’s socialism attacks make these voters more concerned that
Democrats will raise taxes and increase the size of government
Least
concerning

Respondents were shown four statements about the Democrats and were asked to select the one most concerning

Democrats will restrict the
free market and people’s
choices too much

Democrats will create too
much government waste
and mismanagement

Democrats will grow the
size and power of
government too much

(6% find concerning)

(12% find concerning)

(35% find concerning)

“I don’t want to live in a
society where all of my
choices are defined by
the government. Let the
free market work.”
– GOP 2018, female, 59
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“Government is big
enough and somewhat
overbearing. Why grow it
more?”
– GOP 2018, male, 53

“Taxes are high enough
already. If health care
issues are not addressed,
the average American
cannot afford to pay
more in taxes.”
– Dem 2018, female, 63

“High taxes have been a
concern of mine the
whole time. Taxes are
too much money and
we shouldn't have to
pay taxes to buy things
like college for others.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32

Most
concerning

Democrats will raise
taxes too much
(47% find concerning)

“Someone has to pay
for all these services
and programs.”
– GOP 2018, female, 50
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Likely driven by recent news of abortion bans, suburban voters are
inclined to say that the issue of abortion will have more of an impact on
their vote in 2020 than in past elections
“Absolutely [abortion will impact vote]. I
am disgusted that Roe v. Wade is
being challenged. This is going to
be a big reason for me to decide
who to vote for in 2020.”

“As a man I don't feel like I have
to tell a woman what they can
and can't do with their body.”
– GOP 2018, male, 36

Views on abortion

– GOP 2018, female, 30

“Yes [abortion will impact vote]. I
believe all women should have the
choice. It’s a personal issue and not a
government issue.”
– Dem 2018, female, 61

“Yes. I believe in the right of a
woman to choose.”
– Dem 2018, female, 68

“I like people to have their
freedom and make their own
choices. While I do not agree with
abortion, I do think that all
women should have the right
to choose as it is their body.”
– Dem 2018, female, 32
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Key Findings
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Key Findings
Taxes pose a big problem. These suburban voters believe they are benefiting from the Trump
tax cuts, while simultaneously hearing a lot about Democratic proposals that will raise taxes.
Republicans’ socialism attacks on Democrats further drive voters’ tax concerns.
Health care remains THE economic issue for suburban voters, and it is personal.
Voters are looking for common sense, balanced immigration reforms. They want a pathway to
citizenship and an end to family separation, while also increasing border security.
Voters detail specifics when it comes to reform, from term limits to getting corporate money out
of politics.
And suburban voters support oversight of the administration that is focused on potential
criminality and doesn’t get in the way of solving other issues.
The national Democratic label is not a plus in the suburban battleground. Running against the
national Democratic Party label should be explored in future research.
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Roadmap to Reach Suburban Voters

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Talk about cutting taxes for the middle class
Lean into fiscal responsibility

Health care about costs
Lead with border security
Establish reform credentials
Prepare for abortion debate
Find areas to work with Trump, such as trade and lowering drug prices
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Thank You
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